----------------------------------------- RELIGIOUS AND MORAL OUTLOOK

in a pure soul powerless on other souls, because it does not embody
itself in a terrestrial reality?   Does not the spiritual world exist?

I fear, dear friend, that you are bent too much on &elf-analyzing, on
thinking of your own salvation. Let God think of it; your task is to
act for the fulfilment of His Law, whenever and as much as you can;
to pray and wish fervently for it whenever action is forbidden; and to
trust Him without any terms. Love Him in a simple, unexacting,
unscrutinizing way, and remember that self-torturing has in itself an
unconscious hidden taint of egoism.

Letter to Mrs. Hamilton King, 1871

IV

New Faith

\ new epoch is dawning upon us ; a new faith is gradually being
JT\. substituted for the old. The new faith will not accept any privi-
' leged interpreters between the people and their God. If, availing your
self of the enthusiasm by which you are now surrounded, you assume
the position of initiator of this epoch and of this faith, you must
descend from the Pala throne, and go forth among the multitudes, an
Apostle of Truth, like Peter the Hermit preaching the Crusades. The
people hail you as their chief, and found in Italy a State which will
cancel the atheistic formula which declares that the imvard man is to be
governed by God's law and love, and the outward by force ; and accept
and adore the doctrine which declares that the inward and outward
man, the soul and body are one, and one the law by which they are governed.

Letter to Pius IX, 1847

Faith requires an aim capable of embracing life as a whole, of con-
centrating all its manifestations, of directing its various modes of
activity, or of repressing them all in favour of one alone. It requires
an earnest unalterable conviction that that aim will be realized; a
profound belief in a mission, and the obligation to fulfil it; and the
consciousness of a supreme power watching over the path of the faith-
ful towards its accomplishment. These elements are indispensable to
faith; and where any one of these is wanting, we shall have sects,
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